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1 Current COVID-19 infection status 
 
Amid a surge in COVID-19 infections across Japan, the government has decided to extend 
the third coronavirus state of emergency based on the ‘Pandemic Influenza Preparedness 
and Response’. The declaration currently covers Tokyo, Osaka, Kyoto and Hyogo  
 
In Oita Prefecture, case counts have also been rising as a highly infectious variant, which 
causes more severe conditions, is becoming increasingly dominant. Over the span of the past 
fortnight, which covers the latest consecutive holidays, Oita has recorded 689 cases in total. 
Thirteen clusters have occurred in various contexts since April, some of which included 
karaoke sessions and an after party of a wedding ceremony – it is with a heavy heart that 
we announce a patient in the karaoke cluster has since passed away. 

 
The spread of infection shows no sign of slowing down and case numbers remain high, not 
to mention a surge in the number of new cases per 100,000 population and hospital bed 
occupancy rates. Based on these factors, the Oita Prefecture concludes that the prefecture 
has now entered Stage III on the COVID-19 alert level for the first time ever.  
 
2 Future measures 
 
Currently, it is critical to relieve the noticeable burden faced by the healthcare system as 
soon as possible. In addition to conducting extensive epidemiological investigations and 
swift testing procedures, the Oita Prefecture strives to deliver essential information to the 
public – we implore residents to participate in the following measures until the end of this 
month.  

 
(1) Travels within Oita Prefecture 
 
The “New Oita Travel Coupon [新しい旅割]” service will be suspended as Oita Prefecture 
enters the Stage III alert – no new reservations may be made from May 7 and all reservation 
shall become invalid from May 10 until further notice. Residents should use facilities that 
implement proper infection prevention measures when travelling within the prefecture. 
 
(2) Travelling outside of Oita Prefecture 
 
Refrain from travelling outside of Oita Prefecture for non-urgent, non-essential matters.  
 



(3) Group dining 
 
To curb the infection swiftly, please refrain from dining in large groups. The prefecture 
recommends group dining among family members only, or limiting participation number to 
up to four people. 
 
For milestone events, such as wedding ceremonies, that may be difficult to postpone, 
communicate with venue organizers to better plan out the event; ensure to take thorough 
prevention measures and reduce event time. 
 
(4) Dining facility 
 
A surge in untraceable cases have been reported in Oita City and Beppu City. The prefecture 
requests dining facilities in these areas to shorten business hours and close by 9 pm from 
May 12 – assistance funds will be granted to cooperating facilities.  
 
Diners should refrain from using “The Oita Miryoku Coupon (Oita miryoku kuupon-ken [お
おいた味力食うぽん券]” in Oita City and Beppu City except for takeouts. 
 
(5) Karaoke 
 
Karaoke venues pose high risk of infection due to the presence of airborne droplets, and 
several clusters have occurred in the prefecture from karaoke sessions. Participation should 
be limited to family members, and the use of facemasks is strongly recommended. 
 
(6) Events 
Concerning events, the prefecture requests the adherence to infection control guidelines 
and limiting participation numbers to up to 50% of the maximum facility capacity. 
 
For events that do not require speaking loudly or cheering held in facilities with an 
admission capacity of up to 10,000 people, actual admission shall be adjusted to up to 5,000 
people. 
 
3 Conclusion 
 
As Oita Prefecture enters the Stage III alert, now is the crucial moment for infection control. 
It is more important than ever for all residents to remain alert and proactive in infection 
control efforts as it is entirely possible that someone around you is infected. 
 
The risks for community transmission are particularly high in Oita City and Beppu City, 
where daily case counts and untraceable cases show no signs of halting. The Oita Prefecture 
urges residents in the abovementioned areas to refrain from going outdoors for non-urgent, 
non-essential matters. 


